26   THE BEAUTIFUL LADY CRAVEN
received an invitation from the King of Prussia, to go to Berlin, to pass the Carnival there with the Royal Family ; and that I was also desired to accompany him, as the King's adopted sister.
As a proof of my unwillingness at any time to interfere in the arrangements of the Margrave, I may state that, the year before these circumstances took place, Lady Cecilia Johnson's1 [Johnston] son, who had been some time at the academy at Erlangen, wished to be put on the Margrave's establishment at Anspach; and the Margrave, ever too partial to the English, would have acceded to his request; but as I was sure what construction would be put upon such a thing taking place, I declared boldly to him, that if he placed one Englishman at his Court while I was there, I should be under the necessity of quitting it. When I made this declaration he smiled, and, with his usual kindness, kissed my hand, saying, " You are too disinterested and too good."
That year and the following we passed our time tolerably, although the disappointment the Margrave had met with in his ideas of the establishment at Daven-dorf, for the purpose he proposed, and the discovery of the plans of his misled courtiers, had given him much uneasiness ; and he did not attend as much as usual to the employment in his English garden, which had hitherto afforded him much amusement.
Before our departure for Berlin, the Margrave had
1 Henrietta Cecilia West, eldest daughter of John, Earl de la Warr, by Lady Charlotte M'Carthy. An amateur musician and actress of note, but credited with a passion for gambling. She married Colonel Johnston in 1762, and was called by her friends " the divine Cecilia," or " St. Cecilia."en published by Signer S. di Giacomo,  Custodian  of  the  Biblioteca Lucchesi-Palli.     See Vol.  I, Introduction, p. xvii.n ota.'.uu! witiiutufv,
